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Shams al-Islam Ihn Khamis Husayn ibn Nasr: 

A SHORT ACCOUNT OF HIS LIFE AND WORK 

Shams ul Basar 

Ibn Kliamis was one of the most learned scholars, 
hut information regarding his life is limited. His full 
name was Abu /^Abd Allal^ Husayn b. Nasr b. 
Muhammad b. al-Husayn b. al-Qasim b. Khamis b. 
"^Amir^ al-Juhani^ al-Ka^bi al-Mawsili al-Shafi^^I 
and he was called Taj al-Islam.^ Al-Juham is a nisba 
to a viHage near Mawsil, but also to Juhayna, a 
great sub-tribe of Quda^'a,^ al-Ka'bi is a nisba to the 
tribe of Banu Ka'-b.^ 

Ibn Khamis was born on , Muharram 20, 466/ 
September 20, 1073 in Mawsil and died in 552 
/1157,^ He studied in ai-Madrasa aUNizamiyya in 
Baghdad, which was built by Nizam al-Mulk in 
457/1064-5 and started functioning in 459/1066-7. 
Abu Hamid Muhammad (b. Muhammad) al-Ghazali 
became a teacher there in 484/1091-2, and left the 
Madrasa in 488/1095. He was succeeded by his 
brother Abu al-Futuh .Al;imad b. Muhammad al- 
GhazalT." 

From the available sources it seems that Ibn 
Khamis studied under these fcur teachers: . . 
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L. Hujjat al-Islam Abu Hainid Muhammad al- 
Ghazall, who was born in 450/1058-9 or 
451/1059-60 and died in 505/1111-12, a 
Shafi'^i jurist, Sufi and most prominent 
Muslim scholar, and the author of numerous 
books. ^ 

2. Tarad b. Muhammad b. ^Ali b. al-Husayn (al- 
Hasan) b. ^Muhammad b. ""Abd al-Wahhab al- 
•Hashimi al-Zaynabi, ai-Baghdadi al-Hanafi. 
Tarad b. Muhammad al-Zaynabi was the chief 
of the Abbasids in Basi^ah, and an influential 
personality. He was a descendant of Zaynab 
bint Sulayman b. ^Ali b. '^Abd Allah b. '^Abbas. 
He was born in 398/1007-8 and died in 
491/1097-8.9 

3. Abu Bakr Muhammad b. al-Muzaffar b. Bakran 
b. ^Abd al-Samad b. Sulayman al-Hamawi al- 
Shami qadl al-quda. He was born in 400/ 1010 
and died in 488/1095. ^° 

. Abu al-Khattab Ibn al-Batir Nasr b. Ahmadivas 
said to be one 6f his teachers. But it seems 
'impossible, because Ibn al-Batir was born in 
510/1116-17 and died in 600/1203-4). 
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There is a confusion in the sources between two 
scholars, Abu al-Khattab Ibn al-Batir Nasr b 
Ahmad« who was born in 510/1116-17 and died in 
600/1203-4, and Abu al-Khattab Nasr b. Ahmad b. 
^Abd Allah b. aKBatran EiMeiattabi al-Bazzaz, al- 
Qari= who was born in 398/1007-8 and was a 
prominent muhaddith of that time.^^The names and 
titles of both these scholars are the' causes of 
confusion. Ibn al-Jawzi mentions Nasr b. Ahmad b 
'^Abd Allah b. al-Nadr, whc he says was born in 
378/988-9 and died in 494/1100-1. 

All of the following are said to have been taught by ' 
Ibn al-Batir, but in every case their dates make this 
impossible or unlikely, given that Ibn a]|-Batir was . 
not born until 510/1116-17. 

1. Abu al-Hasan Muhammad b. Hatim b. 
Muhammad b. '^Abd al- Rahman al-Ta^i who 
died in 512/1118-19.15 i 

2 Yahya b. '^Ali b. al-Husayn al-Hulwani, who ■ 
was born in 450/1058-9 or 451/1059-60 and died 
in 520/1126-7.1^ 



Hashim b. '^Ali b. Ishaq b. al-Qasim, who was 
born after 450/1058-9 and died in 522/1 128-9.^^ 
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4. Abu ^Abd Allah ^Abd al-Rahman b/M-Husayn 
b. Muhammad al-Tabari who died in 530/1135- 
36 or 531/1136-37.i« 

. Abu al-Hasan "=Ali -b. al-Mutahhir b. MakI b. 
Miqias al-Daynawari who died in 533/1138-9.^^ 

6. Abu al-Barakat al-MahJi b. Muhammad b. 
Isma'^il al-'^Alawi who lived from 483/1090-1 to 
534/1139-40.20 ^ 

7. Sa'^id b. Muhammad b. '''Umar b. Mansur b. al- 
Razzaz who lived from 462/1069-70 to 
539/1144-5.21 

Ibn Khamls lived from 466/1073 to 552/1157, and it 
is unlikely that he was a student of Ibn al-Batir who 
lived from 510/1116-17 to 600/1203-4. Undoubtedly 
Ibn ■ al-Batir was a great scholar of his time, but it is 
also evident that at the time of his birth Ibn Khamis 
was already at the peak of his life. Abii Bakr 
Muhammad b. Sa'^id was a well knov/n teacher 
before the birth of Ibn al-Batir. He learned hadiths 
from Ibn. Khamis and used to write them, the yeariof 
those writings was 511/1117 -18.^2 Apart from |is 
age and his experience as a judge and teacher, tie 
himself was a well-known teacher before the biijh 
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of Ibn al-Batir. It is unlikely that Ibn al-Batir was a 
teacher of Ibn lOiamis, 

It seems clear that neither Ibn Khamis nor the 
other above mentioned scholars were students of Ibn 
al-Batir. Instead it might be reasonable to say that 
Ibn al-Batran Abu al-Khattab Nasr b. Ahmad b. 
^Abd Allah al-Bazzaz al-Qari"^, a great scholar in 
hadith of that time, was the scholar who taught 
them. 

Ibn Khamis served as qddl (judge) at Rahba Malik b. 
Tawq, a town on the bank of the river Euphrates 
between al-Raqqa and Baghdad.'^^ After leaving 
office he went back to Mawsil and started teaching 
and writing. It is not known when he did so. One of 
his students, Ibn Abi ^Asrun who lived from 
492/1098-9 to 585/1189-90, started teaching in 
523/1128-9,^'^ and presumably Ibn KHamis had been 
his teacher before then. 

Ibn Khamis' writings included al-Mudih fl "^l-fard^id 
^'ald madhhab al-Shdfi% Mandqib al-abrdr wa- 
mahdsin al-akhydr a work on the pattern of al- 
Risalah al-Qushayrlyya,^^ Maridsik al-hajj, Akhbdr 
al-mandmat^^y Minhdj al-murld fi ^l-tawhld and 
Tahrlm al-ghiba.^'^ According to al-Asnawi, he 
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himself had two of these works in his collection, one 
was Minhaj aUmurld and the other Tahrini al- 
ghlba}^ Two of the works, al-Mudih ft ""l-faraHd 
and Manaqib al-abrar wa-muhasin al-akhyar^-^ are 
extant in manuscript. Al-Mudih ft ^l-fard'^id has 
only one known manuscript which is in the Chester 
Beatty Library Dublin^^ and Manaqib al-abrar wa- 
mahdsin al-akhydr has two known manuscripts, one 
in the Zahiriyya Library in Damascus and the 
other in the Maktaba al- Ahmadiyya in Tunisia. It 
is -narrated that Majd al-Din Ibn al-athir has 
selected in his book al-Mukhtdr ft mandqib al-abrdr, 
the biographies of the companions and their 
followers from Mandqib al-abrdr of Husayn b. 
Nasr.^^ Unfortunately none of his works have been 
edited before, and they therefore remain unknown 
to contemporary scholarship. 

Al'Mudih fi 'UfaraHdi 

I would like to present a summary of the main 
points of Kitdb al-mudih. The title page of the 
manuscript has the title Kitdb al-mudih fl ^l-fard 'id 
and the name of the author Abu ""Abd Allah al- 
Husayn b. Nasr b^ Khamis in seven lines different in 
proportions. There are other notes on the title page, 
including the naW, Muhammad b. ' Abd al-Wahid 
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al-Qusi, of one of two persons who bo.ught the 
manuscript. The manuscript usually has 15 lines on 
each page with the exception of folio 2B, f. AB, f. 7B 
and t 68B which have 14 lints each, and f. 44A has 
4 lines, f. 90B has 8 lines, three of these are related 
to the table of hermaphrodites. Folio 91A to f. 93A 
each have five lines of the table of hermaphrodites, 
f . 93B has 6 lines of text and three of the table of 
the hermaphrodites. The last page of the 
manuscript, f. 108B has eight lines, most of those 
are from the scribe in which he has mentioned his 
name as ^Ali b. '^^Abd Allah al-Shafi^i and the date 
of the completion of the manuscript as Rajab 
699/March-April 1300. The other notes on the last 
page indicate the name of the other buyer. Shams al 
Din Muhammad b. Yusuf b. Muhammad, who 
bought the manuscript in 841/1340-41. 

The whole work is divided into two parts, part 1 and 
part 2, although there is no obvious reason for the 
division. Part 1 ends with al-mundsikhdt and part 2 
begins with ikhtisar al-mundsikhdt. The contents of 
the whole work are as follows: 

The practice of writing on the law of inheritance, is 
based on the teaching of the Qur^an, the practice of 
the Prophet and his Companions and the Analogical 
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deductions of the competent authorities, i.e., 
mujtahidln.. 

After this preamble the first topic is the importance 
of the law of inheritance as supported by the 
Qur-an and Sunna of the Prophet and his 
Companions, along with the, analogical deductions of 
Zayd b. Thabit and Imam al-Shafi*-!. 

The second tppic is the baoes of inhei-iLance, the 
impediments to inheritance, the male and female 
sharers and residuaries. 

The third topic is the exclusion of sharers and 
residuaries, and the assigning of fixed shares as 
specified by the Qur^'an. 

The fourth topic is the actual allotment of shares 
and the seven rules. 

The fifth topic is the doctrine of W, the 
residuaries in their order of priority, the entitlement 
of the father and grandfather, those male 
residuaries who inherit alone without sharing with 
their sisters, those who inherit along with their 
sisters, i.e., converting them into residuaries 
parents and grandparents along with the 
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descendants of the deceased,, and the different 
capacities of the father. 

The sixth topic is the adjustment of cases so that the 
number of shares matches the number of heirs. 

The seventh topic is the simphfication of the process 
of matching the number of shares to the number of 
heirs, and the classification of the shares before 
their distribution. 

The eighth topic is the alternative Basran and 
Kufan methods of calculation. 

The ninth topic is the entitlement of the grandfather 
when he inherits together with brothers and sisters 
of the deceased, and mu^'adda in cases involving the 
grandfather. . 

The tenth topic is to the entitlement of 
grandmothers and the derivation (tanzil) of 
grandmothers. 

The eleventh topic is munasikhat (cases with more 
than one deceased), the simplification of 
munasikhat, the simplification of cases and the 
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simplification of shares, and the 'distribution of 
dardhim in mundsikhdt . 

The twelfth topic is the distribution of Immovable 
properties, unknown quantities in estates, and the 
distribution of shares combined with debts. 

The thirteenth topic is the entitlement of repudiated 
children, the inheritance of Magians, persons 
drowned or buried in collapsed buildings, missing 
persons, unborn children as potential heirs, and 
children who die at birth. 

The fourteen topic is the inheritance of apostates, 
the inheritance of non -Muslims, homicide in 
inheritance, and marriage and divorce in sickness 
and in health. 

«**• 

The . fifteenth topic is about hermaphrodites, the. 
derivation (tanzil) of hermaphrodites, and 
a;a/a ^(clientage) and its various types. 

The sixteenth topic is radd (proportional increase of 
specified shares) and distant kindred. 

Ibn Khamis discusses all the relevant and necessary 
aspects of inheritance law. The book is a most 
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important source of mathematical techniques and 
•calculations, and can be helpful to solve very 
complex problems of the law of inheritance. 

It is important to say that the writings of Ibn 
Khamis wiere greatly influenced by his authority in 
Hadith, his juristic approach and his status as qadi: 
He generally makes no reference to any other 
authority, I not even his immediate teachers, apart 
from his association with t>>e Shafi^^i School and 
reference to Zayd b. Thabit. He often ignores the 
narrators of Hadith either because the hadlths are 
well known or because of his own expertise in 
hadlths. All of his explanations show his authority 
in the field of al-fara^id. He has adopted the same 
method of writing without references in Manaqih al- 
abrdr wa-mahdsin al-akhydr. 

Students of Ibn Khamis 

As a teacher Ibn Khamis was instrumental in 
training a number of important experts in tradition, 
fiqh and mysticism. It was in the field of law and 
Hadith however, that he made his most significant 
contribution as a teacher. His students include the 
following: 



1. '■Abu al-Qasim ' Abd al-Malik b. Zayd b. Yasm al- 

Dawla'i al-Tha'^^labi. He was born in al- 
Dawla'iyya34 near xMawsii. He lived from 
507/1113-14 to 598 /1201-2 and was educated 
in Hadith by Ibn Khamis.^^ 

2. Abu Sa^d ^ Abd Allah b. Muhammad b Abi ' Asrun 

al-xMawsilT qadi al-quda "sharaf al-Din. He 
lived- from 492/1098-9 to 585/1189-90, and 
was educated in Hadith by Ibn Khamis/^^ ' Ibn 
• Abi ^Asrun started his teaching at Baghdad m 
523/1128-9.37 



3. 



Abu al-Fadl Yunus b. Muhammad Radi al-Dln 
al-Irbili, who died in 575/1079 -80 or 576/1 080- 
1, and was a well known jurist and teacher. He 
was educated in fiqh and other fields of 
knowledge by Ibn Khamis/^*^ 

4. Yunus b. Muhammad b. Manama Radi al-Din al- 
Mawsili, who died at the age of 68 in 579/1183. 
He was educated in fiqh by Ibn Khamis.^^ 

Abu Ishaq Ibrahim b. Nasr b. ^Askar, Zahir al- 
Din, who died in 610/1213-4. He was educated 
in fiqh and Hadith by Ibn Khamis."'^ 
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6. Abu al-Futuh Muhammad b. Muhammad b. 
'Amruk al-Bakri, Ibn Muhibb. He was 
educated in Hadith by Ibn Kliamis in 541/1146- 
7 at Mawsil, and died in 615/1218-19.*' 

7 Abu al-Ma'ali As^ad b. Yahya b. Mansur b. 
' Abd al-' Aziz b. Wahhab al-Sulamx, a jurist 
known as al-Baha' al-S"niari. He lived from 
515/1121-2 to 622/1225-6 and was educated in 
Hadith by Ibn Khamis.'*^ • 

8. AbCi Hafs ■'^Umar b. Shammas al-Khazraji, who 
lived from 524/1129-30 to 600/1203-4. He 
along with other students was educated by Ibn 
Kh amis in Hadith and Ihya" ^ulura a I- din of 
Abu Hamid Muhammad al-Ghazali.^" 

9. Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ''AH b. 
Ghiyath, who died after 514/1120-1. He was 

^- educated in Hadith by Ibn Khamis.''^ 

io Abu al-Hasan ''All b. Abi Mansur b. Makarim b. 
J Ahmad was educated in Hadith by Ibn Khamis. 
He was born in 528/1133-4 and died after 592/ 
1195-6.*' 
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11. Abu Bakr Muhammad b. Sa'Id al Jrbali was 
educated in Hadith by Ibn Khamis in 511/11 17- 
18.^^ 

12. ^Abd Allah b. Nasr Allah b. Abi Bakr b. 
""Uthman al-Irbili was educated in Hadith by 

• Ibn Khamis at Mawsil in 550/1155-6/-^ 

Other associates of Ibn Khr^mis 

1. Abu "^Umar and "Uthman b. Abd Allah b. 
Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ^Ali b. Ghiyath 

.'said that they went into the maj/is of Ibn 
Khamis and saw Yahya b. al-Qasim al- 
Shahruzuri with him.-* Yahya b. al-Qasim al- 
Shahruzuri died in 550/1155-56 and that 
gathering must have been before that year. 

2. Abu al-^Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad KhalJl a1 
Hadhbani associated with Ibn Khamis.'*^ 

3. Abu al-Qasina ''Abd al-Muhsin b. ''Abd Allah b. 
Ahmad b. Muhammad al-TusI. He lived from 
538/1143-4 to 621/1224 5^^ and narrated from 
Ibri Khamis."^^ 

: X 
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4. Ibn Khamis himst^lf narrated from Abu' al- 
Ma'ali Thabit b. Bundar b, Ibrahim b. al- 
Baqqal.^2 He died in 498/1105.^^ 



^ Ibn K]iallikan,Abu al-'' Abbas Ahmad b. 
Muhammad. Wafaydt al-a'^ydn wa anbd'' abna"^ air 
zamdn, edited by Ihsan ^Abbas, Beirut: 1972.2,139; 
Ibn al-Subki, Taj al-Din, Tabaqdt al-Shafi^'iyya al- 
kubrd,4,2n'8\ al-Asnawi, Jamal al-Din, Tabaqdt al- 
shdfi'^iyya, edited by ""Abd Allah al-Jaburi, 
Baghdad:1970, 1,488; Yaqut b. ^Abd Allah al- 
Hamawi. Mu'^jam al-bulddn, edited by F. 
Wustenfeld, Tihran: 1965, 2,168; Ibn al-Mustawfl, 
Sharaf al-Din Mubarak b. Ahmad. Ta^'rikh Irbil, 
edited by Sami al-Saqar, Baghdad: 1980, 2,62-3; Ibn 
al-^Imad /'Abd al-Hayi al-Hanbali. Shadhardt al- 
dhahab fi akhbdr man dhahab. Cairo" 1350/1931, 
4,162. 

Juhayna was the name of a town between Baghdad 
and Mawsil attributed to a sub-tribe of Quda^a. Ibn 
Khamis belonged to that tribe as well as to that 
town. (Yaqut, Mu'^jam al-bulddn^ 2,168; al-Sam'-ani, 
Abu Sa'id "^Abd al-Karim b. Muhammad. al-Ansdb, 
Haidarabad: 1964, 4,439; Yaqut, Kitdb al-mushtarik 
wad'^an wa^l-muftariq 6fi/(7^an, Baghdad: 1848, 116.) 
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al-Yafi'^i, Abu Muhammad '"Abd Allah b. As^ad. 
Mir^at al-janan wa ^ibrat al-yaqzan, Haidarabad- 
ND, 3,302. 

• 4 

^ Ibn Khallikan, Wa/a3/d^, 2,139-40. 
Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat, 2,140. 

^Ibn al-Subki, Taiag'd^, 4,217. 
Ibn Khallikan, Wafayat, 4,217; Sibt al-JawzI. 
Mir^at al-zaman ft ta^rlkh aZ-a'^3/d/i. Haidarabad- 
ND, 119-121; Ibn Hajar al-^Asqalani, Ahmad b. ' M 
Lisan al-mlzan, Haidarabad: 1329/1911-2, 1,293-4 

^Ibn Kliallikan, Wafayat, 4,218. 

'al-Safadi, Khalil b. Aybak. a^-Wd/i bi ^-wafaym 
Damascus: 1953, 16.419; Ibn Taghri Birdi, Yusuf ' 
Jamai al-Din. al-Nujum al-zahira ft muluk misr wa 
^l-Qahira, Cairo: ND, 5,162. 

'°rbn aKSubki, T^abaqat, 3,86-7; Ibn Kathir, ^Imad 
al-Din Abu al-Fida, Ismail. al-Bidaya wa-^l-nihava 
ft n-ta^rlkh, Beirut: 1966, 12,151; Kahhala, ^Umar 
Rada, Mu^jam al-Mu^alliftn, Damascus: 1957- 
61/1376-81, 12,37. 

Ibn al-Subki, Tabaqat, 4,217-8. 
'Ibn al-Subki, Ta6agd«, 4,217-8. 
Ibn Kathir, al-Bidaya, 12,161. 
'Ibn al-Jawzi Abu al-Faraj ^Abd ar-Rahi^.an . al 
Muntazam ft ta^rlkh ahmuluk wa ^l-wnam, 
Haidarabad: ND, 17,73. ' ^ 
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